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Kid’s Book Club Discussion: Humans In My House (series book 1) 

Middle-grade fiction, ages 8-12 

The following are discussion topics you can use in your reading group to generate a 

collaborative exchange of ideas and opinions about the book’s theme(s), plot, and characters 

and to assess comprehension. Although there are many possible responses in an open 

discussion, and book club talks tend to shy away from making the distinction of right answers 

and wrong answers if the readers can support their stances with reasoning, I have included “on-

target” answers for use in more structured reading comprehension assessment. For a book chat, 

allow the talk to flow naturally, posing new questions when they organically transition within the 

ongoing discussion. It’s fine to skip questions or go in a different order.  Also, feel free to adjust 

the literary terminology and topics to suit your reading group’s age and ability. 

Open the discussion by mentioning the title and main characters of the book. Often, someone 

will speak up with an opinion or observation about one of the characters that can jumpstart the 

discussion.  

CHARACTERS: 

 (unnamed) Black Cat, main character/protagonist 

 Girl’s group: Emily, Laura, Cassie and Callie (twins)/antagonists 

 Boy’s group: Chris, Mike, Ted/antagonists 

 The parents 

 Chester the mouse 

DISCUSSION:  

 General character summaries/discussion: personalities (shy, outgoing, cautious, etc.), 

behaviors and mannerisms (shouting, running, laughing, sarcasm, joking, etc.), similarities 

and differences between characters and between characters and readers  

 Where does the black cat live? Who lives with him? 

o In an abandoned house; Chester the mouse 

 How did the cat get there? 

o He was tossed out of a car and abandoned by a cruel human. (This could develop 

into a discussion of respecting wildlife, treating animals with care, adopting rather 

than shopping for pets, etc. if desired.) 

 What does kitty do all day by himself? 

o Explore, hunt, play, nap 

 What does the kitty want in the beginning of the book? Does this change as the 

story goes on? How can you tell? 
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o Kitty wants to explore, hunt, play and nap in peace. He wants to continue his 

routine. He wants to catch Chester and have a meal. He wants to scratch on his 

bedpost and sleep in the sunny window sill upstairs.  

o As the story progresses, Kitty gets more curious and wants to learn more about 

the intruders in his house. Even so, he wants things to stay the same. He wants 

the kids to leave. This changes when he gets bored in the weeks when the 

children aren’t there. In the end, he wants to see what it’s like to live with humans 

even though he’s scared to be taken to a new home. 

o You can tell because he interacts with the humans more throughout the story, he 

says he’s bored when he’s alone, and he shows them he trusts them in the end by 

choosing Emily and allowing her to hold him and take him to her house. 

 Do the children interrupt the cat’s routine or is he happy to see them? How can you 

tell? 

o They interrupt him. He is not pleased. He is startled by their smells and noises, 

chased by their exploration, and annoyed that they are there stinking up his 

house and preventing him from hunting Chester. Body language and inner 

thoughts allow the reader to tell that he isn’t happy to see the girls. His approach 

to the boys is slightly different because he missed having the girls there a little 

bit. 

 What do the girls want? 

o The girls want to test their bravery, to do something they see as courageous 

(even if it’s dishonest) to get respect from the kids they know, to prove they 

aren’t “chicken”. They want adventure and a challenge. They want to prove (to 

themselves and others) the house isn’t haunted. They want evidence, especially 

Emily, who tends to take a practical and realistic approach to life. 

 What do the boys want? 

o The boys want to explore, to show each other they’re brave, and to have a tale to 

tell to impress the bullies, Kurt and John. They think it will keep them from 

picking on Mike and others. 

 Are the girls and boys different? How are they the same? 

o The boys are rowdier in their exploration of the house (they break a window), and 

the kitty thinks they’re smellier, too, but he finds all the children have similar 

reactions to his noises inside the house. He wonders if children are pack animals 

like cats because they all tackle problems as a group. The boys’ and girls’ groups 

also have similar social dynamics within their friendships. They argue/bicker and 

each group has a dominant personality/leader. They all crave adventure, have 

similar motivations for coming to the house, and deal with the same situations at 
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school and at home, like bullying, wanting to be liked, etc. Their feelings come 

from the same place inside, and both groups can get their feelings hurt. 

 How did the groups sneak away from home? Was this right or wrong for the 

children to do? Why? 

o They told their parents they were staying at one another’s houses, but no one 

was at any of the houses. This was wrong to do because it was a lie, it was 

dangerous to go somewhere their parents didn’t know about/dangerous for 

parents not to know where their kids were, finding out the children were gone 

was scary for the parents, etc. The takeaway: It’s not wrong just because the boys 

got caught. It was wrong for both groups all along. 

 What are some of the themes of the book? 

o Courage/bravery, faith, trust, honesty, kindness 

 What are the problems in the story, major and minor? 

o Kitty couldn’t catch Chester. There were human girls in the cat’s house. The 

children lied to their parents. The kids were scared by Kitty’s noises and 

movements. The children had problems with other kids (bullying, teasing) that 

they were trying to solve by staying in the house. The kitty gets bored when they 

leave. Another group of kids come (the boys). The boys get caught. The parents 

show up.  

 What is the exposition/beginning of the story? 

o Internal Conflict: We meet a cat who lives alone in an abandoned house. External 

Conflict: He is interrupted by children arriving. 

 What is the rising action? 

o The groups of children don’t just visit; they spend the night in the house. With 

each group, there are additional minor problems that the children cause, like 

being noisy, disturbing Kitty’s scratching and chasing, and breaking windows. The 

kids deal with their own problems, like teasing and being spooked, while there as 

well. 

 What was the climax of the story? 

o The parents show up at the house when the boys are there. 

 What was the falling action? 

o The parents make everyone clean up the mess they made in Kitty’s house. The 

girls ask to take the cat home.  

 What is the resolution? 

o Kitty goes home with Emily, resolving the original problem in the beginning of 

the story. Kitty no longer has to live alone in the old house. 

 What was your favorite moment or scene? 

 Who do you think the kitty should have gone home with? Why? 
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 Do you identify with or feel similar to any of the characters? Share how if you’d 

like. 

 Bonus tricky question: In the first half of the book, Kitty repeatedly mentions 

having 3 girls in his house and comments on what they’re doing. Why does the he 

think there are only 3 girls visiting him when there are 4? 

o Cassie and Callie are twins, and he never gets a chance to see or hear them in the 

same room at the same time. He doesn’t recognize that there are two of them.  

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS: 

 About the author and the importance behind the book: Amanda Marsico has 5 cats, 

and 3 of them are black like the main character of this story. She wrote the story before 

these black cats came along, but now she likes to incorporate parts of their personalities 

into the Humans In My House stories. Amanda thinks it’s extremely important to adopt 

animals from shelters instead of buying animals from breeders. The animals in shelters 

sometimes have a rough start to life, and they need loving homes. In a lot of cases, these 

shelters are too crowded. They are loud and scary places for animals. To top it off, black 

cats are two-thirds less likely to be adopted than other cats, and half as likely to be 

adopted as tabby cats alone. That means that shelters are crowded with black cats who 

want families. The superstitions that say black cats are bad luck are not true, so don’t let 

negative stereotypes keep you from loving a black cat. It’s also important to remember 

that pets are family members, and family is forever. So, don’t adopt a pet of any kind 

unless you can care for it for its whole life.  

 Plot diagram next page 
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Falling Actions (results of the climax, 

solving minor problems, winding 

down): 

EXPOSITION/BEGINNING (setting, characters, internal conflict, external 

conflict): 

CLIMAX (big moment, turning point): 

Resolution (ending, solution to 

original problem from exposition): 

PLOT CHART 


